
MINUTES 
 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT HEARING 
 

7/9/2019 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Board Members 

 
ATTENDED 

1. J.R. DeSpain 
2. Dave Hartman 
3. Kevin Smith 

ABSENT 
1. Bill Arendell 

 
 

  STAFF ATTENDANCE 
1. Sandra Phillips 
2. Cody Cooper 
3. Bill Bess 
4. Kristyn Saunders 

 

 

 
Meeting held at the Navajo County Board of Supervisors Chambers, Holbrook, 
Arizona at 10:15 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Kevin Smith called the meeting of the Navajo County Board of 
Adjustment to order and explained the meeting procedures to the public.  
 
He then led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Ms. Saunders did the roll call to establish a quorum 
 
Kevin Smith was voted unanimously as Vice-Chair, Staff requested to table the 
minutes and leave the August minutes as draft indefinitely. 
 
ITEM #1 – CASE # 19-29 – USE PERMIT, DISTRICT IV: Discussion and 
possible action on a request by Scott Johnson on his 1.56-acre A-General zoned 
parcel to allow a Use Permit for the placement of a home that is 34 feet in height 
as opposed to the allowed 30 feet in height, located on a portion of APN 206-44-
018B, a portion of Township 12 North, Range 17 East, Section 27 of the Gila and 
Salt River Meridian in the Overgaard area. 
 
Sandra presented the item to the Board, noting its location was just outside of the 
Mogollon Airpark. The land is currently vacant and there is a very steep south-
eastern slope on a large portion of the property. As there is very little buildable 
room on the lot, the applicant would like to build their house above a hangar and 
is asking for a four-foot allowance above the height limit as the snow load 



requirements raised the peak of the roof over the 30-foot limit, though the vast 
majority of the home will be well below the limit. Staff further noted that they had 
not received any phone calls or e-mails in objection to the variance. Cody then 
explained how the ordinance dictates height and how, as this property is zoned 
A-General, a Use Permit for height could be granted as opposed to a variance.  
 
Commissioner Hartman asked if there was any conflict with the flight paths, to 
which staff replied that there was none.  
 
The Vice Chairman asked the applicant to come forth, and Mr. Scott Johnson 
approached the Board to speak.  He said they own the property to the south of 
the subject property which is in the airpark explaining that because they own 
property in the airpark, they are allowed flying rights and have the ability to taxi 
onto the parcel. The land to the east is national forest and the neighboring 
properties do not face toward the project.  Their goal was to minimize the 
footprint of the hanger and living quarters by stacking them and they foresee that 
some settling will eventually bring the height down, and they are merely asking 
for this Use Permit as a precaution.  The board had no further questions, and 
there was no one else to speak in the audience.   
 
Commissioner Smith made a motion to approve Commissioner DeSpain 
seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 to 0. 
 
ITEM #2 – CASE # 19-52 – USE PERMIT, DISTRICT IV: Discussion and 
possible action on a request by Daniel Miller and Sheryl Filliater on their 1.2 acre 
RU-1 zoned parcel to allow a Use Permit for an already existing caretaker 
quarters, located on a portion of APN 206-02-047A, a portion of Township 12 
North, Range 17 East, Section 30 of the Gila and Salt River Meridian in the 
Overgaard area. 
 
Sandra explained that the item was granted a Zone Change by the Board of 
Supervisors and described where the property was located.  She detailed that 
when the applicant bought the property, they did no know that the lot was out of 
compliance and when presented with this information the applicants both decided 
to go through this process to be able to keep their guest quarters as-is. Staff has 
stipulated that although they can rent out their entire property, they cannot rent 
the guest house separately. Staff received a few calls about the item, but once 
the situation was explained, they had no further comments or complaints. 
 
Sheryl Filliater and Dan Miller spoke to the board and said that they for the most 
part just wanted to keep the house they purchased the same and were looking 
forward to using the guest quarters. The Board had no further questions, and  
 
Vice Chairman Smith called to the public, no one in the audience had 
comments or questions, so he called for a motion to approve the Use Permit. 



Commissioner Hartman seconded the motion.  Motion passed with a vote of 3 
to 0. 
 
 
ITEM #3 – POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM AUGUST 23, 2018, 
FEBRUARY 13, 2019 & APRIL 10, 2019.  
 
Tabled. 
 
ITEM #4 – BOARD MEMBER’S COMMENTS AND/OR DIRECTIONS TO 
STAFF.  
Board Members may use this time to offer additional comments regarding any 
item on this agenda, or any other topic; and the Board may direct staff to study or 
provide additional information on topics of the Boards’ choosing.  

The Board reserves the right to change the order of any Agenda item.   
 
The Board reserves the right to adjourn into executive session when needed 
pursuant to ARS §38-431.03(A) (3) for legal consultation on the above-described 
agenda items. 
 
 
With there being no further business to come before the Board of Adjustment, the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:37 AM.  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting 
by Commissioner Smith. Commissioner Hartman seconded the motion.  
Motion passed with a vote of 3 – 0. 
 

 
Approved this_______________day of ____________________, 
_______________. 
 
 
 
 
 

Vice Chairman, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Secretary, Navajo County  
Board of Adjustment 


